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WAQF ADMINISTRATION IN INDIA 
❖ Government of India passed the Waqf Act 1954 with an aim of better 

administration of waqf properties in the country. The Waqf Act 1954 was 
amended in 1959, 1964, 1969 and 1984 and finally was repealed and 
replaced by the Waqf Act 1995. At present waqf administration in India is 
governed by the Waqf Act 1995 which was amended by the Waqf 
Amendment Act 2013 

❖ The auqaf in India comes under the Ministry of Minority Affairs. The Minister 
of Minority Affairs is ex-officio Chairman of Central Waqf Council which is a 
statutory body established in 1964 for the purpose of  advising the Central 
Government, the State government and the State Waqf Boards on the 
administration of auqaf.  

❖ The basic unit in waqf administration is Mutawalli.



STATE WAQF BOARDS

• The State Waqf Boards are established by respective State governments [Section 13 
(1)] for the general superintendence of all waqfs in a State [Section 32 (1)] with five 
years as a term of office (Section 15). If the number or income of Shia waqf 
properties in a State is more than fifteen per cent, a separate Waqf Board for Shias 
may be established [Section 13 (2)-2(A)]. 

• Composition (Section 14) 
           The State Government elects one and not more than two members from each of 
the electoral colleges consisting of Muslim members of Parliament, 
            State Legislature, 
            Bar Council and 
            Mutawallis. 



SWB
• The State Government also nominates one person among Muslims 

having professional experience in town planning, business 
management, social work, finance, revenue, agricultural and 
development activities.  

• One person each amongst Muslims from recognised scholars of 
Shia and Sunni theology and  

• One Muslim officers of the State Government not below the rank of 
Joint Secretary to the State Government. 

• Chief Executive Officer (Section 23)



SWB

• State Waqf Boards are to ensure that the auqaf are ‘properly 
maintained, controlled and administered and the income thereof is 
dully applied to the objects and for the purpose for which such 
auqaf were created or intended [Section 32(1)]. 

• Mutawallis have to pay 7% of their net annual income towards their 
respective Boards[Section 72 (1)]. The State Waqf Boards shall pay 
1% of the net annual income to Central Waqf Council [Section 10 
(1)].



DELHI WAQF BOARD

• First Delhi Waqf Board was established in October 1962 
• The list of auqaf is published in the form of a 306 page 

Directory. The total number of auqaf incorporated in the 
Directory is 1964. For the convenience of management, the 
auqaf are divided into thirty groups with ward number and total 
number of auqaf situated in each wards. Same numbers of 
auqaf are registered with Waqf Management System of India



DIFFERENT SECTIONS
• Rent and Property Section: It deals with the lease/rent of the waqf properties, recovery of 

rent, maintenance of the property in good shape, survey and removal of encroachment.  
• Masajid Section: It deals with the maintenance of the mosques and Qabristan and 

appointment of Imams and Moazzines.  
• Legal Section: The disputes regarding waqf properties pending in the Court of law are dealt 

by this section. The Chief Law Officer and his staff look after the Court cases in the High 
Court and District Courts.  

• Technical Section: Junior Engineer and two drafts men are posted for preparing site plans 
of the waqf property.  

• Accounts Section: It deals with the financial aspects of the Board. Income and expenditure 
is maintained in this section.  

• Record Section: It deals with all records of the Board and trust files, Gazette notification etc.  
• S.O.’s Section: It deals with the statutory provision of the Waqf Act, Government 

Correspondence, Parliament/Assembly question etc. 



ESTABLISHMENT OF DWB AND RECENT 
CONTROVERSIES



INCOME FROM HOARDINGS



RENT ISSUES



MUTAWALLIS AND MANAGING COMMITTEES



EXPENSES



CONCLUSION

• In performing its duties, the Board, directly or indirectly comes into contact 
with other institutions of governance. Unless all the institutions concerned 
perform their duties, the idea of better administration of auqaf will remain a 
distant dream.  

• The main role is played by State Governments and they have shown 
apathy and cold approach while dealing with waqf matters.  

• The Board is not taken seriously by the law enforcing agencies. This is 
partly due to the non-serious approach of State Government towards Waqf 
Board. 
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